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FROM THE PRESIDENT!S DESK

Another year has begun for the West Virginia Library As-
sociation and as president, I shall be counting on each member
to help me in furthering the goals which were adopted at the
Vheeling conveation.

The first meeting of the Executive Board for the year
was held in Parkersburg on December 1 with a good attendance.
We are already looking towards the annual conference, which
this year will be held April 18-20 at the Prichard Hotel in
Huntington. The general theme will be the Centennial and look-
ing to the "Next Hundred" for the Association.

I would remind each one also that the membership year
ends December 31. If you have not renewed your membership by
attending the annual conference, please send it to Mr. Michael
Reynolds at the West Virginia University Library. I urge all
librarians that they tell their trustees and board members a-
bout membership in the organization and ask them to take per-
sonal membership or institutional memberships for the library.
This is one important way in which each one can help to fur-
ther the cause of libraries throughout the state.

A The annual convention at Morgantown in October was en-
Joyed by all who attended. Although Dr. Miller was unable to

F speak, he was ably represented by Dr. Penrod of the Medical

School. Dr. Harold Lancour, Dean of the University of Pitts-

burgh Library School, was the banquet speaker.
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National Library Week will be observed this year April
21-27, and it is not too early to begin asking people to serve
on a local committee for the observance in your community.
West Virginia is honored +to have one of its libraries receive
the Dorothy Canfield Fisher award., The Keyser Library will re-

. ceive one of the top five prizes which will be awarded during

National Library Week. This is the second time that a library

in West Virginia bkas won this award. Good work EKeyser!

Jane Brugger, President
West Virginia Library Association
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The following state officers were elected:
President - Randy Tatum, Huntington East High
Vice-President - Larry Penningion, St. Albans High
Sec.-Treas, - Sandra Drummond, Parkersburg High

The West Virginia Education Association convention at the
end of October gave librarians the opportunity to make final
plans for the student meeting,and so on November 5-6 the first
state convention cf the West Virginia Student Library Assist-
ants Association was held for "fun and profit" at the Cedar
Lakes FFA-FHA Conference Center near Ripley, West Virginia. In
attendance were one hundred seveanty-eight students and twenty-
nine librarians. The 1largest group was from Kanawha County
with seventy-two students and nine librarians, Cabell County
hacd forty-one students and five librarians. Other schools re-
presented were: Doddridge County High, Follansbee, Grafton,
Logan, Magnolia (Matewan), Point Pleasant, Ripley and Wells-
burg. West Virginia University was represented by Miss Olive
Lewis, a member of the faculty of the Department of Library
Science.

Main speakers for the convention were lMiss Winifred New-
man, Assistant Superintendent of Kanawha County Schools, who
spoke on "Our Horizons" and Miss Wilma Brown of the Kanawha
County Public Library who discussed "New Books for Young A-
dults." Miss Olive Lewis, immediate past president of the Li-
brary Section of the West Virginia Education Association, spoke
on topics leading the students into "buzz sessions" to discuss

inprovement of library service.

One activity of great interest was the bulletin board con-
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test. These eye-catching displays lined the walls of the As-
sembly Hall and set the stage to show that reading was a main
interest of this group of young people. Many entries followed
the theme of the 1962 Book Week, "I Like Books." Beautiful
ribbon-clusters made by Karen McLauginlin of DuPont High were
awarded to the winners: Nitro High, Huntington East, Cedar
Grove, Barboursville Junior and Parkersburg High.

After February 1, 1963, a newsletter telling of the ac-
tivities of student library assistants in various schools will
be sent to member schools and to any other group requesting a
copy. This news sheet will explain about dues (which will be
kept at a minimum); the actual amount will vary and will be de-
termined by the number of student library assistants in a
school. Blanks for nomination of officers for 1963-64 will ap-
pear in the newsletter, too.

A one-day regional meeting will be held this spring. The
date and place will be announced in the newsletter. Cedar
Lakes will again be the headquarters for the second state con-
verntion on Saturday and Sunday, October 5-6, 1963.

Librarians hope this organization will lead students into
librarianship as a career., However, whatever career is select-
ed, a student who knows how to use a high school library ef-
ficiently will have an easy transition into a college library.
An immediate result of student help in our school libraries is
twofold: a student renders a service to his school and in turn
the student renders a service to himself.

Librarians with student assistants are urged to join this

new, active organization. To register your school write to one









