Wanted: Student input for redesigned library space; using
the experts in your own backyard

We had an opportunity to redesign the space on the first floor. Since we wanted the space to be attractive to our students
(engineering, creative arts, sports sciences, agriculture, natural resources, design, and education), we needed student input. Dr.
Cindy Beacham, Chair of the Division of Interior Design at WVU came in to help design a short survey and conduct three focus

groups to gather information. The results definitely made an impact on decisions about the space. Using the expertise of one of our
faculty members made this part of the project a big success.

Mary Strife , Director, Evansdale Library, West Virginia University and Dr. Cindy Beacham (by video recording), Interior
Design Program Chair, Davis College of Agriculture, Natural Resources, & Design.
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The focus groups and survey were a success because (of):
Dr. Beacham’s time, effort, experience, and pleasant manner
We supplied pizza, cookies, fruit, water, and soda for the participants
We listened to what the students said and asked more questions
There were no wallflowers in the room. All the students particpated

| moved out of my comfort zone

All of this and more helped us come up with space that the
students can use!



